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Cheaper Rx
from Canada
is closer in Vt.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — The Vermont House has
passed a ball thar would allow the scate 1o umpon
cheaper prescopion dougs from Canada.

Phe bill had sirong SHpport passing in a
vate of 111-2, Ver
mont Public Radia
reported.

I'he ball will cre
ale a state ennuty thar
acis like a wholesaler
and buvs the diugs
i Canada and then
sells them n Ver-
mont phurmacies,
said Rep. Bill Lippert, D- Hineshusg.

Ihe measure was driven b the skyro heting
costs al prescription medications, he sad.

“IUs just impossible 10 access them trdess
vau have reall adequate health insurance. an
sometmes even having adequate healily s -
ance s not sulhcient,” he saicd.

Belore the plans cian he unplemented. 4 waiver
fram the tederal government is needed. whach
Lippert hopes will happen next vear, given tha
Presulent Dosald Trump promsed 1w his cam-
patgn o reduce preseripuion deug costs.

The deal is expected o save residents millions,

“The proposal is 1o be able 1o import sale.

“Sometimes even
having adequate
health insurance
is not sufficient.”
Rep. Bill Lippert

See Canada, Page AS

anada

Continued irom Page A1

‘cliable. cheaper presc rip-
1on drugs.” Lippert said.
While opponents have

claimed Canadian drugs
aren’t safe. Sen. Claire
Aver. D-Addison. has
called that claim “baloney
because a large number
of Canadian prescription
drugs are made in the
United States.

The concept af import-
ing prese ription drugs in
order to save money is not
new. Bernie Sanders, then
\’vrn%'f-mhm\-c
in the U.S. House. took

busloads of people o Can-
ada in 1999, where doctors

wrote them prescriprions
for drugs that cost a frac-
tion ol what they would
have paid tor them in the
U.s.

Sanders. now an inde-
pendent U.S. senator.
introduced another

proposal last vear 1o allow
drug importation from
Canada.

Federal law was changed
n 2003 o allow the see
retary of the Department
of Health and Human
Services to anthorize the

mportation of presc Tiptiony
drugs. but such permission|
has never been granted.
Fhe Yermont bill wil]
return to the Senate. wherel
lawmakers will considen
either passing the House
version or making changes,
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Trump Is A Symptom The Reszstance "Should Act On Causes

. David Brooks wrote in The
~ New York Times: - . ,

. “Over the past year, those of
- us in the anti-Trump camp have
churned out billions of words cri-
. tiquing the president. The point of
this work is to expose:the harm
- President Trump is doing, weaken
. his support and prevent him from
doing worse. And by that stan-
dard, the anti-Trump movement is
a failure...”

The “resistance” is ignoring the
problems in our country, which
led so many of us to vote for ob-
noxious Trump. Many of these
are the same problems which led
Democrats to vote for socialist
Bernie Sanders in the primaries.

1ght years earlier many of the
same people who voted for Sand-
ers and Trump gave the Democrat-
ic nomination and the presidency
to the extremely inexperienced
Barack Obama because he repre-
sented “change”. Twice the coun-
try rejected Hillary Clinton (and
John McCain and Mitch Romney)
because they are all part of the es-
tablishment which is the cause of
many of our problems.

Personally, I have little to com-
plain about; America has been
good to me and good for me. But
I've come to realize that “the sys-
tem” is corrupt in a very bipartisan
way. The deck is stacked for cer-
tain people, so success for others
is harder and harder to come by.
No wonder people are angry and
afraid.

Examples:

Exhibit Number One: The out-
rageous bank bailout (TARP) at
the end of the Bush administration
and the beginning of Obama’s.
It was Congress’ last major bi-
partisan act. In normal times the
rich get richer; in recessions and
depressions the rich get poorer

faster, perhaps because
they have more to lose.
The economic cycle
does a much better job
of wealth redistribution
than - politicians. - But
not last time: the bank-
ers’ gains, ill-gotten or not, were
protected; workers lost. Certain
unions like the United Auto Work-
ers (as much a part of the estab-

you a grant through leg-
islation or influence and
“you give me a campaign
“contribution, often in-the
pposite order: The Ex-
port-Import. bank whose
purpose is to subsidize a few large
corporations like GE and Boeing.
Although neither Trump nor
Sanders agree that these are all

lishment as CitiBank) got bailed “problems, each of them has tar-

out by the “Stimulus Package”.
The rest of the country hasn’t re-
ally recovered until now.

Exhibit Number Two: The po-
litical clout of the National Ed-
ucation Association (teacher’s
union) has enabled it to prioritize
job salvation for its members over
an effective education system.
It’s not wrong for a union to try
to protect its members; it’s wrong
for politicians to conspire with the
union to the massive detriment of
education for Americans.

Exhibit Number Three: Pen-
sions. In both the public and pri-
vate sector, employer executives
and union executives have con-
spired to promise workers retire-
ment benefits which will be im-
possible to deliver but for which
the bill won’t come due until the
co-conspirators have gone on to
their own golf courses. We will
bail out some of the private sec-
tor workers; there simply isn’t and
won’t be enough money to keep
the promises made to public sec-
tor workers.

Some smaller examples: The
perpetual mandates and subsidies
for comy ethanol for the good
scientific reason that lowa has the
first primary in the nation. The tax
loophole for hedge fund manag-
ers that neither Republican nor
Democratic administrations can
ever get around to closing. Gov-

geted more of this list than Hillary
Clinton ‘did or does. As long as
outrages like these continue and
as long as Americans are denied
the opportunity for an excellent
education, a fair shake at upwards
mobility, and protectlon from
corporate and union monopolies,
people will be — and should be -
angry.

As long as Americans are an-
gry and feeling helpless, they will
vote for those who seem to feel
their pain and share their disdain
for the establishment. Fear is a
perfect opening for demagogues
of both the left and the right.
Choices made by fearful people
will lead to an erosion of civil lib-
erties. Neither Trump nor Sanders
caused the problems which scare
people; both know how to harness
resentment; neither hesitates to
fan the flames of division in their
own interest. But they do hear
what their supporters are saying.

Those who focus on blind re-
sistance are missing the point that
Trump is a symptom, not a cause.
If we want to be effective in pre-
venting the rise of demagogues,
we must address the problems
which give rise to them.

Brooks concludes:

“The main reason Trump won
the presidency is that tens of mil-
lions of Americans rightly feel
that their local economies are

-érnment-by- grant 1 get‘

under attack, their communities

are-dissolving and their religious

liberties are under threat. Trump -
understood the problems. of large

parts of America better than any-

one else. He has been able to

strengthen his grip on power over

the past year because he has gov-

emed as he campaigned.

“Until somebody comes up
with a better defense strategy,
Trump and Trumpism will domi-
nate. Voters are willing to put up
with a lot of nonsense for a pres-
ident they think is basically on
their side.

“Just after the election, Luigi
Zingales wrote a Times op-ed on
how not to fight Trump, based
on the Jtalian experience fighting
Silvio Berlusconi. Don’t focus
on personality or the man, Zin-
gales advised. That will just make
Trump the people’s hero against
the Washington caste. Focus in-
stead on the social problems that
gave rise to Trumpism.

“That is the advice we an-
ti-Trumpers still need to learn.”

Anti-Sanders people need to
learn the same lesson. Think a
socialist president is unthinkable?
That’s what we thought about
Trump when he announced his
candidacy.

Tom Evslin recently retired -
as CEO of NG Advaniage LLC.
He formerly served as Vermont’s
Chief Recovery Officer to co-or-
dinate federal stimulus funds;
was Chairman and CEQ of ITXC
Corp.;  conceived, launched,
and ran AT&T's first ISP, AT&T
WorldNet Service; and managed
server products for Microsoft. His'
regular blog, Fractals of Change,
can be found at blog.tomevslin,
com
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Gov. hll‘Scott lsAsuggestmp lawmakers should re-

main in Montpeher an extra week or two in order to .

adopt liis new’education finance proposal.

~;Seott’s ;administration “unveiled the proposal
'I‘uesday toa chorus of Democrats complaining that it
came too late.

The General Assembly has no formal cutoff date, but
the Legislature has been expected to break camp when
its operational budget runs out next week.

At a news conference Thursday, Scott suggested that

key committees shou]d contmue workmg
on his plan for a couple of weeks Other

- “If we' worked on this for a week:or two

§ dllxgently, I'believe we could come to con-
sensus;” Scott said.

i cott-has promised to veto this year s

Gov. Phjl-
Sco

Vtaxes to rise: He wants to use $58 million in one-time
money to avoid atax rate increase and has also' pitched
other long-term policy: changes that he says would save
mﬂhons more.

“’Senate Presxdent Pro Tempore Tim Ashe has previ-

ously predlcted that the Leglslature WOqu wrap up on
or around May12, but on Thursday his chlef of staff said

See LAWMAKERS Page. 8A

Continued from'Page 7A

it was “impossible to say” when the ses- .
sion would end.

IEE R p

: “get-and tax bills;

“The Governor’s practice of governing
by:tweets and last second, unyetted pro-
" posals is a total departure from previous

Ashe released a statement calling the
~Scott administration.out of step'with thes
eglslature S blpartlysan work

SAYER AL P

l can,”‘Ashe said in‘a:statement

nthe bud-.

“

session in June.

fadmmlstratxons Democratic and Repub-

1 'In2017,a snmxlar showdown over: edu
cahon spending led Scott fo-veto the':
state budget and tax bills. Lawmakers re-
turned to Montpelier for a special veto

@Apnl McCullum.”




RH 5/4 A1

State scales back rates for net metering

By KATHRYN THRELKELD
CORRESPONDENT

MONTPELIER — The Public
Utiliey Commission has set a lower
rate for new netmetering projects
in Vermaoni

In a ruling released Thursdav.
the PUC says it has 1o balance the
need o promote renewable energy
with protecting customers from

higher rates. The swate’s netmeter-
ing program allows people and
companies 1o geta credit on thewr
clectrie bill for renewable energy
projects. The first biennial update
at Netmetering 2.0 went into efiect
Tuesday, and solar advocates have
come down hard on a decision o
gradually reduce the renewable
energy credit adjuster.

According to the ruling. manv of
the approximately 400 public com-
ments expressed concerns over a
slowdown 1 solar development in
Vermont as a result of net-metering
e changes. In 4 specific response
to Renewable Energy Vermont's
comments that “now is not the dime
to hit the brakes or slow solar adop-
tnon in Vermont. rather we should

he looking to take a more bold|
positon.” the PUC siated: “Thiy
argument conflates net-metering
with solar development generally)
As the Department and the distriby
uted atilities pointed out, there
are more cost-effccuve wavs for
Vermont w develop solar resourced

See Rates. Page A10

Rates

Continued from Page A1

Ban contmnang the cureent
[etmerening incentnes,”
Fhe commission’'s find-
ngs pont 1o the amby-
tous goals the stare has
pet and that managing
1ow those goals can he
flectively met mncludes
aking o consideration
he cosis of diflerent
[rasts of Vermont's renew-
kble enesgy poitlolio,
They note than us the fise
our months of thas veay
hevve received over 675
fipplications Los new
BClenng sysiems, tola
g more than 16 mega-
vatls of new capaciy (not
ncluding applications
ar additions 10 exisunyg
kapacityv), concluding
hatmeresi i netmeter-
ng vemains high despite
andusiry warnmings about
we ellects trom Net-
neternmy 2.0
“Renewable encrgy is
loursshing in Vermont
sidd has reached o level
o maturity where 1t can
ontinue 1o be deploved
with lower incentives,”
he order stated.
“i1ihese changes will
welp allow the selection

ol resources 1o meel the
equirements of the RES
o be primarily deven
ocompetinve lorces,
1w ncentves set by the
pommission.” the ordes
hrated.
Ihe PUC
1el-metening projects
vased on their vize and
whether the project s
ocated an a “preferred”
bere, such as landidls o
oaltaps, as oppased o
s cviously undeveloped

sty yates lor

Lower net-metering rates ma

¥y be
S

arrays on the roof of College of St. Joseph of Rutiand.

Jand. I the size categony
that most residential cus-
tonners would wse — proyg
cots up to 15 kdowaris —
the rate will go down
shightly over two vears.
Rates will also go down
Lot Luges, up 1o 150-kilo-
watl projects, located an
nndeveloped land, and
shighthy more tor the
largest piojects — up

te 5300 Kilowatts — an

“preferred” sites. [hose
svstems had been dinged
clue

Fhe decision v change
the adjusters is otlser
somewhat for many cus-
tomers as the commis
ston las alsa increased
1he Pate
meicred compensation
by a hall-cent

A news release lrom
SunCommoen. al

to then size

hase lor net

ane

in store for future solar projects. These are photovoltaic

the state's fargest sala
wstallers, indicates ihe
new rules will equal a
decrease m value ol a
hromeowner s solar system
by $750.

“Our mission 4l Sun
Compon s 1o rear down
the
encrgy. Decreasing Ver-
mont’s solar incentive
whole President (Donald)
Frump s promoung din

harriers 1o clean

coal and ouwr chimate 1y
baking is wrong.
James Moore. one ol Sun

saud

Common's cotounders.
1 a vews release

Ben Edgerly Walshe b
mate and energy program
divector Len the Vermam
Public lmterest Research
Group. had sumilar senn-
ments stated by wiitten
comments 1o the ored:
“lu the past vear. the
Scott Administration
has pushed for curs 1o
Ellicicney Vermont. the
climnaton of the Clean
Energy Development
Fund. a tuncuonal ban
on wind power, and a
new tax on EV charging
~ all while the Trump
admunistiation pue a i
#1 on solas panels, rolled
back the Clean Powes
Plan, and anacked luel
and appliance elliciency
standards. his decision
1o Junther slow renewable
energy i Vermont in the
face ol these attacks on
climate action ignares
that context and 1he fac
that we siced 10 speed up
otir action on climate -
et Jur the brakes.”

Riley Allen. depury
at the
Vermom Department
ol Public Service. high-
highited the PUCS ellons
10 operate witlun the leyg
islative framework they
were given — pamely 10
balance the pace of Ver-
munt’s tenewable energy
development, of which
solar wetmetennyg s hut
one patt. with cosis to
other tatepavers

“Fihunk there is a en
dency Lor advocates 1o
focus vm netametlening to
the exclusion of all the
other tols and mecha-
nisims and avenues Log

commissioner

mcreasing our reliance

vt renewables.” said
Allen. “The arder reflecs|
a good halince of consid
eration and jecognition
that theic are multipley
pathwass, and net-meter]
ing is cevtanly nor the
least-cost pathway, |
wouldn't <ay this ruling
15 putting on the brakes)
They re reducing the
above-maskel incentves
that were used 10 help
move the market in this
direcuon.”

Vermont's solar indusiy
has see

signiticant growih
with move than 200 mega
watts added 1 renewablel
generanon capaciy undes
the program over the Last
decade aloie,

It is a complex area.
Allen said. “There are o
fon of puts and akes and)
we've had a lauly shon
period of e since the
new rule (Net-metering]
2.0} was put in place)]
sot's difficult to be o
ambitious i the adjus
menis that are made with|
so hittle expenence and|
mformanon. | think the
commssion did a fine job|
of collecting and ryecog)
nezing all the mfonmatouy
that was availabie 1o prod
vide what | thougln was af
well-balanced decision.”

Ihe
i lided ditectians te
stall regarding the devel
opment of standardized
data farms, an apphicas
tian checklist and an)
application gurdancel
documwent for the Cer
tilicate of Public Goad|
application process. asf
well as a direcrion Log
the bearing ollicer te
develop recommenda
tions lor changes 1o Net
metering 2.0 o simplity
the CPG application pro
cess and prefesred sites.

ruling also
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By COLIN FLANDERS

A bill introduced by Essex Jct. Rep. Dylan
Giambatista that would protect voter checklists
from being shared with federal agencies or for-
eign governments is heading to Gov. Phil Scott’s
desk.

The bill, H.624, would prohibit government
employees from releasing various forms of
personal information kept on state and town
checklists with agencies like President Trump’s
Election Integrity Commission, which sparked
widespread concern last year after it requested
states to turn over voter data.

“It's a first step to making sure that mak-
ing sure that voter and personal information in
Vermont is not used in a way that many of our
neighbors told me was unadceptable,” Giamba-
tista said.

After passing the House in February and
advancing through the Senate with a minor
amendment, the bill was back before the House
on Tuesday morning, where it passed without
issue. Scott will now have five days from the day
it reaches his office to either stamp his approval,
veto or let it become law without his signature.

The commission, which Trump disbanded
via executive order in January, sought personal
data including birthdates and Social Security
numbers. Giambatista said some residents con-
sidered disenrolling from the checklists over
fear of the commission obtaining such informa-
tion.

Vt. Secretary of State Jim Condos’ office
fielded similar concerns, according to his dep-
uty secretary, Chris Winters. Winters said the
office tried to talk dozens of Vermonters out of
removing themselves from the lists by assuring
there was no plan to release their data. )

“It was really heartbreaking to hear people
have to make that choice,” Winters said. “No one
should have to make that choice.”

Last year, Condos called the commission a
“waste of taxpayer money” and said Trump’s
voter fraud claims were nothing more than a
“systemic national effort of voter suppression
and intimidation.”

Still, he initially said he was legally obli-
gated to provide some of the information under
Vermont’s public records law. He shifted his
stance a week later, citing concerns with the

v E¢ 15/0% 'I'PGJ-S

Legislature passes voter check

cies or foreign governments. Essex Jct. Rep. Dylan Glambatlsta, whd spansured the” bl" said he heard: from, esidents
who were concerned their information could be shared wuth Presndent Donald T mp S. now-disbanded Election Integnty

Commission.

commission’s authority and plans for the data,
making Vermont one of 44 states to refuse the
request.

Winters said Condos feared the commission
planned to use the checklists to carry out an ag-
gressive purge and “undermine the public’s con-
fidence in elections.”
~ Some data on voter checklists is considered
a public record, but state law reguires a signed
affidavit stating requesters don’t plan to use the
list for commercial purposes to prevent usage by
telemarketers or data miners, Winters said.

The new bill would further restrictions by
denying any release to federal and foreign enti-
ties looking to either create a registry, publicly
disclose the list compare it to other state or fed-
eral databases. It would also require individuals
to sign an affidavit stating they will not share

* with the attorney general’s office to-ensure the

bill could withstand legal SCIT tmy ‘And. Wmters”
said while Trump s commi! ‘no Jonger ac-,
tive, there! ‘no telling what future admmlstra- ;
tions may. ask of Vermont.~: . ~ :
“This is.not about Donald Trump,” Wlnters :
said. “Thls'ls about protecting voters’ private
information. It doesn’t matter ‘who’s sitting’in "~
the White House. We thought ﬂ'llS was a federal" '
overreach.” e




Vermont Business Magazine - Governor
Phil Scott and his Administration
today presented a five-year plan that intends
to revitalize Vermont's education system
by generating nearly $300 million in sav-
ings that can be used to provide tax relief,
expand educational opportunities like early
care and learning and technical education,
while improving overall quality - with-
but raising tax rates. Further, it would
reverse deficit growth and stabilize educa-
tion tax rates for five years. Of the savings,
most will come from reducing student-staff
ratios, Special Education and health insur-
ance.

© This package uses ideas from the
Administration, Legislature and education

stakeholders, many of which are already

moving forward at the State House.
Among those include modest revenues in
the coming fiscal year 2019, but accelerating
in future years by using school staff attrition
to reduce student-staff ratios (over $30 mil-
lion in savings a year and grow to over $70
million per year by 2024); adjusting special
education costs (save $34 million by 2024);

Y
e

" for }'cgichcrs and staff; and chan

rent income sensitivity components passed

plan will help us achieve

continuiing work on a stat

by the House in H911 by lower
threshold from $500,000
$400,000. - -
“We all share a goal to provide
with the best education possibl
committed tremendous’ res
education. The challenge
declining enrollment and d:and .
ficient infrastructure, which-is diverting -
investments away from kids: ani 1sing..
taxes to. increase at unsustainable rates,”
said Scott. “Vermont has great schools and .
teachers and delivers quality education tc
our students. But we can do better, and

I

~ Since his inaugural a
highlighted Vermont's shiftin
ics, including sti;'d‘-;ﬁtzcnrbllmg:n,.‘
declined by nearly 30,000 in
years, and has put forward : ;
posals to improve efficiency and qual
the system to address this challenge,
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- Curren

by Llndsay H Kurrle, commlssmner, Dept of Labor

As the Comxmssmner of the. Department of i
Labor. and the formex-owner of.a small:gas station .-
and convenience store, the conversations on -.; . :
‘minimum-wage are.something I've followed and
evaluated closely for years; understanding both. the
impact on hard-working Vermonters and small
- businesses.

I don’t know anyone mvolved in. these discussions
that disagrees with the intent of the Legislature’s
proposal to add another increase to minimum wage.
Higher wages for working Vermonters are something
everyone can support. The vital question is whether
their proposal, overall, will have a more posﬂ:we or
negative impact.

It’s important to note that Vermont’s minimum
wage is currently scheduled to increase every single
year, in perpetuity, to keep pace with increasing
costs of living. This automatic increase is based on
specific economic indicators, so it's supported by
growth of the economy. In contrast, the
Legislature’s proposal mandates a specific and
arbitrary increase to $15 an hour — a magnitude
the Legislature’s economist characterizes as
“unchartered territory,” meaning it's the most
significant jump on record.

The facts have made it clear: Mandating an
artificial increase to the minimum wage, on top of
already scheduled increases, is not the right
approach to help working Vermonters or
strengthening our economy.

Here are a few reasons why: Given the goals of
this legislation are to increase the total income of
working Vermonters, let’s start there. Studies of
artificial hikes to the minimum wage show these
increases have reduced employment for entry level
and low skill workers. In Seattle, a study
conducted by the University of Washington found
low-wage jobs declined by 6.8 percent when the
minimum wage was significantly increased.
Perhaps most shockingly, because of a 9 percent
reduction in hours, total net income for low wage
employees fell by $125 per month, or $1,500

,wagews‘tmcmre better" for al

- annually. Put simply — the data shows minimum

wage hikés led to IOWer mcomes, fewer hours and
fewerjobs [

~The Legislature’s own analysts also say thelr
proposed artificial increase will result it thousands
of job losses. They-also predicted it will result in
higher prices:for consumers and estimate 2,000
families with:3,000 children will lose their child care
financial ‘assistance due to-their proposal.’

Iach of these things will harm the very people
this bill claims to help.’ Further, given the -
“unchartered territory™ we'd be entering, the
negative impact on our small businesses is
concerning, especially considering 90 percent of all
Vermont businesses have fewer than 20 employees.

A minimum wage hike that is faster than the-
current annual increase will hurt mom and pop
shops in rural Vermont. This will be worse along
the eastern border of our state where Vermont’s
minimum wage would be 107 percent higher than
New Hampshire's. Small businesses in this region
— already struggling against our sales and income
tax free neighbors — would be unable to compete.
Maybe the Burlington area could afford an artificial
minimum wage spike, but most communities in
Vermont cannot.

Finally, there are numerous unanswered
questions. . For example, how would another
increase in the minimum wage effect our nonprofit
organizations, schools and jobs for youth?

Vermont already has the sixth highest
minimum wage in the country. Despite already
having one of the highest minimum wages in the
country, problems of poverty and wage inequality
continue to grow. Given the risks to workers,
consumers and the economy, we need to understand
the impacts before we go further. And — having
just been through four years of legislatively imposed
hikes and with another increase set for next year —
we have the opportunity to do that.

It is the priority of the Department of Labor to
help Vermonters towards a path of long term and
sustainable employment, and we can achieve this,
and economic prosperity for Vermonters by

investing in workforce development, training and
education and by helping workers get the skills and
credentials they need to fill the hundreds of jobs
that are open that pay well above minimum wage.

Let’s work together to create a true
improvement by investing in workforce
development, education and training, without
malking the challenge bigger for low-income workers
and our economy as a whole.

Lindsay Kurrle is a small business owner and
the commissioner of the Vermont Dept. of Labor.




Veteran §u1c1de Awareness Has

‘Focus on Treatment Avaﬂa,ble

Suicide is one of the 10 lead-
ing causes of death. In the United
States, over 42,000 people kill them-

selves every year and 18% of them .
are veterans. On average, 20 vet--

erans a day die from suicide. The
suicide rate for Vermont veterans is
more than three times higher than
that of the average U.S. citizen.
The VA and one Vermoriter, Val-
erie Pallotia, are working together
to raise awareness about veteran
" suicide and to educate communities
on ways to prevent suicides among
the veteran population. The Ver-
mont State House passed resolution
H.C.R. 237, which designated April
2018 as Veterans Suicide Awareness
Month in Vermont.
i The Dept. of Veterans Alffairs is

sures to prevent suicide, and the
staff of the White River Junction VA
Medical Center has made a commit-
ment to this being a top clinical pri-
~ ority. Through expansion of the 24/7

w

:focused on

: Ca:e assmts fa:mly mem
aggressively undertaking new mea- -

" kill themselves than

services for wome: ¢

veterans a day whot
cide, only Six are recer
theVA. =~ 7 .

A resource called Co

not, while’ female vet C
cess VA care ar¢ 21 times lesslikely'
to kill themselves than, those who-




farmers pay for their
_ the Margin Protect1
-~ (MPP).

retroactwe to January Ist..

~ “The proposal would increase
the amount of milk allowed from.

- 4 million to 5 million ‘pounds,

lower .the premium. . paxd by

' ..many farmers, allow signups
¢ for the full year of 2018 up -

" until June Ist, give retroactive
payments baok to January. lst

.. change payments from. a ‘two -

month average to a one month
average, and waves the $100:
administrative fee.

The measure is a last dltch_
- attempt fo give farms some
financial relief, through ‘the -
state’s budget, in a time when
~ most farmers are finding it too
challenging financially ‘and
regulatorally to continue.
_ The line item in the budget 1s

just one of the dozen or so major
changes to the state’s funding

' CC..( ?&g@, Z. QS—/QS

_program that prc
‘Vermonters  with °
support more than $300, 000‘ to.

_ The hope is that the state will ,
- be able to subsidize about 25%

" “of the cost of the insurance for .

" the farmers, and that would be

"off teacher ‘pention

from last year. The ot}
adding' $2 million

attract prlmary care doctors and g

esmlated to save the st,
m11110n in the future




By Corin MEeYn
AND ANNE GALLOWAY
VTDigger

‘The Scott administration
proposed a plan Tuesday
to plug ‘a $58 million hole
in the education-fund: with
$19 million from a tobacco
settlement, $20 million from
state  surplus revenues,
$7 million in reserves and
$12 - million . from other
sotirces. .

-The money will be paid
back over time, mainly by
asking schools to reduce

- the size of ‘educational staff
over the next five years, ac-
cording to Susanne Young,
secretary of the Agency of
Administration.

If the lawmakers and the
Scott administration don’t
fill the funding gap — which
was created due to the use
of one-time money last year

— taxpayers will be on the
hook for about a 5-cent to
7-cent increase in property
taxes this coming fiscal year,
Gov. Phil Scottis sticking to
his no-new-taxes campaign
pledge and adamantly oppos-
e$ a property “tax “increase.
His administration says that
a short-term funding solu-
tion this year, combined with
longer-term  commitments
to cost-containment mea-
sures, can keep taxes stable
for years to come, Reducing
school spending and putting
a lid on the property tax rate
is Central to that promise;
Young says. :
“We have a perennial chal
lenges with deficits, with a
declining student popula-
tion, we are very enthusi-
astic about the fact we have
drawn on bipartisan ideas,”

Young said.
FUNDING, Page 4
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to end on May 12,.but: Senate leader
Tim Ashe'is skephcal about how the

‘Legislature and the Scott adminis-
Aration will resolve their differences.”
‘Scott has threatened vetos over anyin:.
‘creases in taxes or fees; Senate leader:

Tim Ashe has said he will niot sched: *

‘ule a veto session.

“We'll work witli the administration - :
* cal year 2020;:f the ratio is ratcheted

‘up first t0 1 to 5.15, and-eventually to ~
~ 110675,

im the coming days, but I already see

ithe storm clouds moving in,” Ashe

said. )

The one-time funding proposal not

‘only reins in rates at 2017 levels for the
‘coming fiscal year; it is also part of a
plan that keeps rates level ovet a five-
year period by reducing school teach-
ing and paraprofessional staff state-
-wide by about 500 positions a year, or
‘about 2,500 jobs, through retirements
and other job vacancies. There are
about 18,000 educational workers in
the state.

The savings over the five-year pe-
riod, would be about $262 million, ac-
cording to estimates from the Depart-
ment of Finance and Management.

Scott says the reductions in force
through attrilion are necessary be-
cause of the 25 percent decline in
student enrollinents over the past 20
years. There are currently 76,000 stu-
dents in Vermont, down froma high of
104,000. The Agency of Education esti-
mates that number will drop to 69,000
students over the next five years.

“Stepping back as to why we have
to act, and it is important for ail of
us o come to concensus and act now,
Vermont has great schools and great
teachers and delivers a great educa-
tion, but demographic challenges con-
tribute to a K-12 educational system
that is inefficient, outdated and unaf-
fordable,” Young said. “It is actually
denying opportunity to kids if we do
nothing.”

Young and Heather Bouchey, the in-
terim secretary of the Agency of Edu-
cation, say they will form a task force
that will help schools adapt to fewer
personnel and restructure programs.

The governor has said that the aver-

'the plan. The leglslatlve session is set

‘his: x:op

affordable. It
if we do nothmg

million over five years, startmg in fis-

Instead of proposing -an explicit
mandate for the higher staff to stu-
dent ratios, Young and Bouchey say

the administration will work with -

school boards, lawmakers and other
stakeholders to shift the statewide ra-
tio.

But there is a hammer in the plan
— the school excess spending thresh-
old for per pupil spending, which is
now set at 121 percent of the statewide
average, would be lowered to 110 per-
cent. Schools that spend above that
level pay tax penalties.

Both Senate President Pro Tem Tim
Ashe and Speaker of the House Mitzi
Johnson have rejected the idea of one-
time funding to plug the education
fund hole this year. They have said
that will only exacerbate the state’s
school spending woes, as it would es-
sentially create the same problem
next year by artificially buying down
taxes this year.

In addition, the Senate had already
earmarked the $24 million in anticipat-
ed surplus for prograins in the budget.
The House spent tobacco money on
mental health and other investments.

Ashe and Johnson have also object-
ed to mandated staff-to-student ratios.
The Senate leader and House Speaker
are holding a caucus and a press con-
ference, respectively, in response to
the plan this afternoon. The governor
pitched his proposal to them earlier in
the day.

Ashe says there might be a need for
some one-time money to reach a deal,
but that $58 million in one-time money
would be “unprecedented.”

“Demographlc chalienges contrlbute to a K 12

; USANNE OUNG Agency of Admzmstratton

agé statewid staff to student ratio at
the current ratio of I'to 4 is toolow. In"
; the administration. es-

timates that" the state-could save $262 - to.buy down rates for one year,” Ashe

“I thmk the Senate for sure will have

~“to think long and hard before itagrees

to use $58 million in one time money

said, espeaally considering the other

‘things it éould be used for.

“This would really scoop from al-
most every reserve we have for the
purpose of delivering that tax pledge
from the governor.” Ashe said. “It
would certainly be going in the oppo-
site direction from what those ralings
agencies are looking for.”

Johnson says Vermont should be

saving some of its reserves rather

than spending it all during a period of
economic growth,

“At some point, we'll start seeing a
downturn, and when I was on appro-
priations committee on first years, 1
remember really wishing that we had
some sort of spendable reserve...rath-
er than just cutting willy nilly,” John-
son said “I want to make sure that we
are preparing ourselves for something
that is going to be a rainy day.”

The higher staff to student thresh-
old is the source of the greatest sav-
ings in Scott’s plan, which estimates
that it will achieve $32 million in sav-
ings in I'Y20 and $74 million by FY24,
according to an outline of the educa-
tion funding plan given to reporters at
a press conference Tuesday afternoon.

The other major sources of savings
would come from a transition to a new
special ed payment method and state-
wide healthcare bargaining for teach-
ers and other schoo! employees. None
of the new initiative are expected to
create any savings in FY19.

The transition to statewide health-
care bargaining is projected to create
$6 million in saving in FY20, which
increases to $16 million by FY24. The
new special ed system would create
$2 million in savings, sliding up to $34
million in 2024.

Healthcare bargaining was a major

“that wowd replace

veto session;.. however the teacher's
umion mcenﬂy came forward, with its

e current over-
sight body. Whether that plan leads to
a compromise with the administration
remains to be seén.

The budget currently under consid-
eration by the Senate has an estimated
$24 million in surplus at the close of
TFY18. Almost all of that would go to
education funding.”

The total tobacco settlement
brought a total of $34 million into state
coffers, but $14 million was already
earmarked for opioid addiction treat-
ment programs. :

The Senate's proposed budget in-
cluded a number of programs to sup-
port children and vulnerable using
that settlement funding.

The full spending plan is as follows:

+ $19 million from $34 million re-
ceived in tobacco settlement funds

» $20 million in FY18 General Fund
surplus revenues (8.6 million as sug-
gested in Senate windfall language for
FY18 Education * Fund Budget Stabili-
zation Reserve)

+ $7 million from the General Fund
Balance Reserve

» $4 million in direct application
from special funds

» $2 million in direct application
from the Department of Financial
Regulation non-smoothing

» $2 million reversion from Pay Act:
and reclassications appropriations

» $2 million in expected Education
TFFund carryforwards

- $2 million in savings from changes
to out method of calculating property
tax adjustments, as proposed in H.911

Over time, the plan is expected to
reap savings tens of millions of dollars
in savings from K-12 public schools
that would be used for investiments in
higher education and early education
programs, both of which have been
starved for funding.

The Scott administration says the
proposal accounts for 3.25 percent an-
nually increases on average in the ed-
ucation fund, primarily from growth
in the grand list.
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* wraps an ash '

N 573 AL

VaiLey News

Hosovsky,
state ento-
mologist for
1he Agency.
¢ of Agricul-
“ture, Food .
and Markets,

log on
Tuesday In
her lab in
Berlin, Vi.
The log, cut
in Orange,
Vi, contains
evidence of
emerald ash
borer activity.
Following &
survey of
towns bor-
dering the
four-town
area where
pest activity
has been
confirmed,
officials met
in Berlin
Wednesday
to plot next
steps.

By MarT HonGoLtz-HETLING
Valley News Staff Writer

ORANGE — Even as they expressed caulious opti-
mism that Vermont’s latest invasive beetle is con-
fined today to four towns, state and federal wildlife
officials are feeling pressure to make a decision
about quaraatines that could have a major impact on
Windsor County’s valuable stock of ash trees.

In March, teams of state and federal staffers docu-
mented Vermont's first-known infestation of the
emerald ash borer in four communities spanning
three counties — Groton in Caledonia County;
Barre and Plainfield in Washinglon County; and Or-
ange in Orange County.

Now, two options are on the table as the pests
threaten to emerge in a cool late spring: cither a

- three-county quarantine or a statewide quarantine,

each with different potential impacts on loggers and
the public at large.
State entomologist Judy Rosovsky said on

Wednesday that the destructive bugs, which have
been found in 32 states, do most of their damage as
larvae. While living beneath the bark, the larvae git-
dle their ash tree hosts, typically killing them in
three to five years.

But the region is rapidly approaching the time
when the fully developed ash borers emerge and

JAMES M. PATTERSON
The life cycle of an emerald ash borer lasts between
one to two years beginning with eggs being laid on
ash tree bark from June to August. The larvae, left,
feed on the cambium layer of the tree and spend the
winter in the pre-pupal stage, middle, before pu-
pating in spring and emerging as mature insects,
right, in May. Over about five years, an infected tree
will weaken and die from larvae having eaten away
the layer of tissue that transports nutrients.

take flight. The airborne adults can leapfrog from
tree to tree, expanding the population’s range natu-
rally by about one to two miles per year.

“We say flight season starts May 1. But it's been
cold,” Rosovsky said. “They probably won't start
emerging for another couple of weeks.”

After more than a month, scientists have com-

SEE QUARANTINE — A8




JONTINUED FROM PAGEAL .~
he boundaries: of the ash borer. by

wvalking the edges -of known  in- -

ested areas, as well ‘as’ running
fown reports of public sighting
nade by phone and throug|
itate website vtinvasives.org. © - .

While the presence of the ash
sorer truly can’t be ruled out any-
vhere, Rosovsky said, the known
nfested area is confined to a single
sontiguous block across three Ver-
nont counties. It is about five miles
ong from east to west, and three
miles north to south, she said.

Because humans . carrying in-
fested wood unwittingly can spread
‘he pest, officials are eager to get a
juarantine in place before the
wdults show themselves.

One option is the three-county
Juarantine, which would make the
movement of ash trees out of those
counties more difficult for loggers.
[t also would add a layer of protec-
tion to ash trees in Windsor County
and other Vermont counties that fall
outside of the existing area of infes-
ation,

The second option, a statewide
juarantine, would allow for ash
wood 1o be transported freely
‘hroughout the state and across
state lines  into  neighboring
statewide quarantine zones in New
York and Massachusetts. That

would make things casier for log-
gers in infested areas, but could
hasten the spread of the ash borer
throughout Vermont.

“In cither one, there’s going (o be
economic loss for someone,”
Rosovsky said.

Under state statute, the decision

‘ultimately falls on the shoulders of
.two -men, 'Vermont Secretary’-of

Agriculture - Anson Tebbetts ‘and -
Commissioner -Michael - Snyder - of .-

the Department of -Forests, Parks,
and Recreation. But they likely will
base their decisions on the recom-

* mendations of the Forest Pest Advi-"

1t's a pretty impbﬁani iree,” he
d-on'Wednesday. ° :

- makes up about 7 percent of the to-
tal tree count, and in some areas, it
comprises as much as 30 percent of
harvestable stands. :

“It’s valuable,” said Follensbee,
in part because the emerald ash
borer has significantly reduced the
supply, driving up the market value
of the wood.

Loggers and foresters alike have

- expressed concern about the pres-
ence of the ash borer, and how a
quarantine might impact their deci-
sions. Follensbee said he’s received
a flurry of calls from landowners
who have found sickly looking ash
trees on their property and ex-
pressed concern that it might be the
ash borer.

“That's good,” he said, noting
that he has yet to document an in-
fested ash in Windsor County. “We
want to get those calls.”

Though  Follensbee said a
county-by-county quarantine does
save Windsor and some other coun-

Throughout the county, ash

sory Committee, which has repre-
sentation from their agencies, the
Vermont Agency of Natural Re-
sources and the federal USDA Ani-
mal and Plant Health and Inspec-
tion Service.

That committee of nine met for

ash trees, much of which are con-
centrated in Grafton County, where
the insect has not been detected.
“If we (quarantined county by
county), we would be trying to pro-
tect our southern ash, mainly in
Windsor County,” Rosovsky said.

ties from exposure to the ash borer,
he expressed confidence in the abil-
ity of officials to make the best de-
cision for the state,

He said he expected that ash trees
in the northern parts of Windsor

_on Wednesday morning, discussing
‘the pros and cons of the two.types "

‘Rosovsky. It is up-to the.commiittee -

" county in. an: effort to_ protect thei

County might have (o be harvested
within the next five to 10 years,
while those in the southern parts
»have morte time == unless:humans

A statewide quarantine could be

two-and-a-haif hours in Berlin, Vt.,
luntary agree-

of - quaratitines,  according . to
« firewood or cut ash. . 3
to advise ‘Tebbetts and Snyder on. \ PO .
possible next steps. ’
New- Hampshire,- which discov- ‘ :
ered the emerald ash borer several * things such as furniture;:bats and,
years:; ago,: -has: quarantined by - bows, ash trees areiniore prevalent: °
in the county’s forests than inother: z : « [+ 7 v :
~areas of the state, accordingi to! . New Bngland‘sxwood to .re u:'
Windsor County Forester A.J. Fol- U.S.55ourced. wood to be deb;?rk%arg
. lensbee, e i . fumigated,. . e
T b I S H
: ‘That preseits problems, particu-
larly “to- the. ash industry,” - said
Rosovsky, in part becaiiseé the qial-
ofias : i .

_ the price of ash trees js a recent de-
* cision by China;-which biys alot of

x

%

Tyl

B

cc;elcrate’thC‘\S'preixd with'infested -

i ~{Another factor that could depress ;




